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VERB TENSES

N OTES

In technical documents the number of tenses used is very limited. All these
tenses are direct variants of the basic form of the verb: the INFINITIVE.

Most technical verbs are regular,

 INFINITIVE: to connect
PRESENT
SIMPLE Ih-I['ERATI\-'E GERUND PAST FUTURE
CEHIRECTS coniect connecting | connected will connect
CONRect shall cemmect

THE INFINITIVE

“To™ + the basic form of the verb. In technical language
it is used to express an action that is an objective,

4 Feason oF a purpose:
The lever 1= used to exiend the flaps.,

There 15 & knob ter 57 the altitude.

To apen the circuit, pull the circuit hreaker,
{See also Module J: FURPOSE.)

THE PRESENT SIMPLE

This is the essential tense of technical English and is the basic tense of all
technical documentation. It is mainly used in the 3rd person singular {*it™) or

Jrd person plural (“they"):

o ; T vt b s
The light iffiminates av 43 psi. (singular) _.:.r._
The lights iflwrrinaie at 45 p.s.i. (plural) o 7 8
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The present simple is used to describe all generalities, systems, processes,

repetitive phenomena, laws, ete:

Air temperature decreases at high alimde.

The AC genermor supyplies 113V current,

The cables transinit the order to the servocontral.
The equipment everfieats in hot weather,
Waner bodly a0 100°C,

TO BE, TO HAVE

The verbs to be and to have are comman,

To be indicates a state or condition:
The landing gear lever is a1 “down”. (singular)
The probes are on the forward luselage. (plural)

It is often followed by the past participle:
The window 15 cracked.
The valves are closed,

or by an adjective;
The seal is new.

To have indicates a possession or attribute:
The propeller feas four hlades. (singular)
The rotary selectors fave Nive positions, (plural)

(Sce also Module P for TO BE and the PASSIVE.)

ERg 40
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M.BE. Do not confuse the present continuous, e.g. “The aircraft is taking off™
{= now, at this moment) with the present simple: e.g. “The aireraft takes off

after ¥YR" (= in ganeral, in all conditions).

THE IMPERATIVE

DISPLAY

The imperative has the same form as the infinitive
but without “te”, e.g. “rotate”, “disconect”, “set”,

“check”, touch":

Ser the selector o MGN A+B.



“YERB TEMSES

In the negative form, it is preceded by “do not™:
£ paf touch hot brakes,

It is the simplest form of the verb. It is used for all instructions, procedures,
checklists, ete.
{See also Module D: INSTRUCTIONS, PROCEDURES.}

THE GERUND

The gerund is the basic form of the verb + “ING", e.g.
locking  switching  landing  testing

AWITCHING
[TLR- T T 113 =WE AR IR
WINM L1410 111
[ 1] (] CEFI g 13 GAFT g 4@
] a

i

It expresses a function or an activity.
It cam be the subject of a sentence. e.g.

Srroking is forbidden. NO SMOEKING |
HOAM B

Provwnlocking is indicated on the sear panel. @I -

Seteing the switch 1w “off” closes the valve. = aEFF m

The gerund (or present participle)
can also qualify a word,
It indicates its function, ¢.g.

cooling unit
retafiiing rng
rncepling solenoid

{See also Module F:
WORD ENDINGS.)
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6 THE PAST PARTICIPLE

The past participle of regular verbs is the basic form of the verb + “ED"
{just“D™ when a verb ends in “E" and, if the last consonant is preceded by a
vowel, the consonant is usually doubled):

fested  ohecked  selected tmed  ransiitted
{See also Module F: WORD ENDINGS.)

Most technical verbs are regular, but here are some common irregular past

participles:
INFINITIVE PAST PART. INFINITIVE PAST PART.
fe been meet met
[ e clemne override averridden
ifroow dlrenwen retol read
drive driven s wenl
frel felr 5l sel
i flenin shut shut
Iang henig shick stk
a0 fone tear o
e .’m;f! W Worn
lerse Tt wireed woninnd

The past participle indicates a state, a condition, the result of an action, an
action done, e.g.

Check LO LEVEL lights. .. Exringnisied.

The antenna is facated on the vertical stabilizer,

The comactor is aprerafed by the switching logic.

The position is meritored by two magnetic indicators.
The leading edge is demaged.

{See also Madule 5: STATES, FAILURES, DAMAGE.)

7/ THE FUTURE

The future is simply will {or shall) + the basic form of the verb:

The aireraft will rake off ar 0945,

Will can be used for an intention or an action in the future. Shall indicates a
necessity, an imperative or regulatory action and is usually used with to be, e.g.

The tanks shall be draired before the Tirst fight of the day.

{See also Module M: POSSIBILITY, FROBABILITY, NECESSITY, CONDITIONS.)
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VERB TEMSES

SOME MORE EXAMPLES

= The pack regalalies the air emperature o between =77 C and +73° C,

- When the gear regcfies its fully extended position, the Piston Rod Locking
Fingers core intoe contact with the Locking Sleeve.

- Add or releaxe dry air ar nitrogen 10 obtain cormect dimension “x".

— o v Tooseid valve body unul shock steot bas been deflated,

— The indicator clip will shear off #o frdicare that the cartridge should be replaced.

= Setrmng the switch w “Trip” de-energizes the APU generator field,

= The light will cemme ere when the contral moves [rom the Giest detent wo Tull up,

- Steering 15 controlled by a wheel on either side of the flight deck.
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VERB TENSES

EXERCISES

Choose the corect form of the verbh to fill in the blanks below, Use the
IMFINITIVE, the PRESENT SIMPLE (with or without "'s'"), the GERUMD or
the PAST PARTICIFLE. Look at the example:

The sensor ﬂ.-"{frfé ﬂ-‘é’ (DETECT) the temperature.

1. The oil is {COOL) by a heat exchanger.
2. The D e contactor (COMMECT) DC BUS | and DC
BAT BUS
3. The recorder is used (RECORD) fight data,
4. The EMER EXIT LTswitch (HANE] three positions.
5. If an overpressure is {DETECT). the valve opens.
&, (OPEN) the Bleed Valve causes one engine to supply
hoth wings.
7. The engine parameters (BE) displayed on the panel,
8. Filter L) s incdicated on the sereen,
2. The outflow valve opens (DEPRESSURIZE) the cabin
10, There (BE) an "audio cancel” push butten on the center
pedestal.
11. (REMOVE] the safety pin before aicceafl depariore.
12, The wnit is (LOCATE) in the avionics bay.
13. The engine {IMRIVE) the generatar,
14. The probes (BE) electrically {HEAT)
15. Generator (OVERLOAD canses load shedding,
16, (OPEN) the duor (HAVE} aiccess o the

refuelfdefuel coupling.




